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VHINBVIYAJIBHOE VI OBIHECTBEHHOE
3IOPOBBE

VIK 616.248

BJIVISTHUE BOCITAJIEHMS OBIXATEJIBHBIX ITYTEN
HA KAYECTBO KVM3HN 'Y KYPALIVX BOJIBHBIX
INEPCYCTUPYIOIIEV bPOHXVAJIBHON ACTMOU
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IO.A. ITopTHOBa, JI.JI. UyBanos, T.A. IllanikoBa

®I'BOY BIIO «Yavanobckuil eocyoapcmbentviil yHubepcumern»

YcTaHOB/IEHO TIOBBIIIEHME YPOBHS MaTPUKCHOVI MeTaJIONPOTEMHA3k-9 B CBIBOPOTKE KPOBU
y KypsImux OOIbHBIX ITepcucTvpyomert OpoaxmansHov actMont (BA). VIHTeHCH KA Boc-
IajleHVsl IIpY TaOaKOKYpPeHMN IOIOJIHUTEIRHO YXYAIIaeT BEHTWISIMOHHYIO CIIOCOOHOCTB
JIETKVIX VI KMCIIOPOATPAHCIIOPTHYIO (PYHKIINIO KPOBH, CHYKAeT KaueCTBO XXM3HW 00IbHEIX DA.

KiroueBrble c10Ba: KaueCcTBO KM3HWV, BOCIIaJIeH1e, 6pOHXVIaHbHaH acTMa, Ta6aKOKypeHVIe.

BBenenue. TabakokypeHHE SBISETCS BaX-
HBIM JIOTIOJIHUTEIBHBIM 9K30T€HHBIM (pakTopoM
(dhopMHpOBaHUs BOCHAJIIEHUS U TUIIEPPEAKTUBHO-
CTH ABIXaTEIbHBIX MYTEH, UIPAIOILUX KIIFOUEBYIO
pOJIb B aTOreHe3e OpOHXHaNbHOM acTMEl [1, 6].
[loBpexkaeHne MaTpuKca B TOM YHCIIE CBS3aHO C
JNEUCTBHEM MATPUKCHBIX METaJUIONPOTENnHa3,
BbIpAa0aTHIBAEMbIX SIHUTEINATBHBIMU U BOCHIAJIN-
TEIbHBIMU KJIE€TKAaMH B OTBET Ha TaOadHbIHA
IeIM [3, 4].

Hens ucciaenoBanns. OLEHUTH BIHSHUC
BOCIIAQJIEHUS AbIXaTeIbHBIX IyTEH Ha KauecTBO
KHU3HH KypsAIUX OOJNBHBIX MEPCHCTUPYOLIEH
OponxmanbHOI actmoit (BA).

Matepuansl u MeToabl. O0ciie0BaHa BbI-
Oopka u3 128 nui Mmomomoro Bo3pacra: 93 0oib-
HBIX TIEPCUCTHPYIOIIEH OpOHXHAEHONW aCTMON U
35 HeKypAUMX 370POBBIX JIMI B BO3pPACTe
20,80£2,49 roma, coCTaBHBIIMX KOHTPOJBHYIO
rpymy  (KI'). BnmsiHne TabakokypeHus Ha
(YyHKLIMOHANBHOE COCTOSHUE MYyJIbMOKapIUaib-
HOW CHCTEMBI OLICHUBAJM, DPa3leiauB OOJBHBIX
BA w©a rpynmy Kypsmux (OCHOBHasl IpyIina
(OI'), n=46) B BO3pacte 30,30+4,18 roma u
rpynny Hekypsiuwmx (rpynma cpaBhenus (I'C),
n=47) B Bo3pacre 27,09+3,12 roma. /lmarHos

OpOHXHAJIBHOM aCTMbI CTaBUJICA B COOTBETCTBUU
C MONOXEHUsMH | 7100ambHOM CTpaTeruu Jede-
HUS 1 TPOQHIIAaKTUKN OpOHXUATBLHON acTMBI [1].

Craryc TabakoKypeHHs W3y4alld COTJIIACHO
pexomMeHganusiM IIpakTrueckoro pykoBOACTBA
110 JICYCHHUIO TaOadHOM 3aBUCUMOCTH [5].

KauecTBo ku3HN B BEIOOPKE HCCIEAOBAIHN C
MOMOIIBIO pyccKoi Bepcum onpocHuka SF-36
[2, 71.

OneHKy CTeneHH KOHTPOIST OpOHXWATHHON
ACTMBI IIPOBOAMIIM IBYMSI OCHOBHBIMH CIIOCOOa-
mu: ¢ momomsio ACT-tecra (Asthma Control
Test) [1] 1 mIKaabl KOHTPOJIS HAJ OPOHXUAIBHOM
actmoit  (Asthma Control Scoring System,
ACSS), pazpaborannoii Boulet et al., yuuTsI-
Balollell Kak cyObeKTHBHBIE TaHHbBIE (KOJIMYECT-
BO IPHUCTYIOB, HCIOJIb30BAaHUE KOPOTKOAEHUCT-
BYIOLIUX [3-arOHUCTOB, OrpaHHYeHUE Qu3NUe-
CKOW HAarpy3ku), Tak U OObEKTUBHBIC IOKA3aTe-
a1 1a00paTOPHO-MHCTPYMEHTAJIbHBIX M (YHK-
[IMOHANIBHBIX HccienoBaHuii (00beM dopcupo-
BaHHOro Bhigoxa 3a 1 ¢ (O®B;), Bapuabens-
HOCTh NHMKOBOH ckopoctu Bbpoxa (IICB) mpu
NUKQIOYMETPUH, KOJIWYECTBO 303MHOPHUIIOB B
MHAYyLUpOBaHHOH Mokpore). ACSS Bkitouaer
KJIMHAYECKYI0 M (QYHKIHOHAIBHYIO OLEHKH, a
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TaKKe OLICHKY BBIPAKEHHOCTH BOCHajeHUs (T10
BBIPAKCHHOCTH S03WHOPHIMH MOKPOTHI).
Meronbl uccienoBanusi (pyHKIIMOHATBHOTO
COCTOSIHHUSI IyJIbMOKapIUaIbHOH CHCTEMbI BKIIO-
crimpomerpuio  (Spirosift-3000, Fukuda
Denshi Corp., fnonHus); TpaHCKYTaHHYIO MyJb-

qaiau:

COKCHMETPHIO BO BPEMsi POMU3BOJILHOTO AITHOd Ha
BJIOXE, T.H. KOPPUTUPOBAHHYIO MOIH(UIINPOBAH-
Hyto mynbcokcumerputo (MP-110 «MEK», Ko-
pest), ¢ yueToM KapOOKCUTeMOrio0MHa, YPOBEHb
KOTOPOro ONpenesisuid mo Gpakiui OKUCH yriie-
pona B BeIgbIXaeMoM Bozayxe (FeCO) (Micro
CO monitor, Smoke Check monitor, Micro
Medical, Benukoopuranus). C y4eroM ypoBHeii
FeCO u coOTBeTCTBYIOMIMX 3HAYEHHH KapOOK-
curemorsiioouna (COHb) k HekypsuM OTHOCH-
gu jui, ¢ FeCO or 1 mo 6 ppm u COHb or
1,16 mo 0,96 %, k manokypsmmm — jmi ¢ FeCO
or 7 no 10 ppm u COHb ot 1,12 g0 1,6 %, x Ky-
psammm — jun ¢ FeCO ot 11 go 20 ppm u COHb
or 1,76 mo 3,2 %, K MHTCHCHUBHO KYPSIIHAM —
qur ¢ FeCO Oonee 20 ppm u ypoHem COHb
oonee 3,2 %. YpoBeHb MATPUKCHBIX METAJLIO-

20,6

nporenHas3 MMII-2 u MMII-9 B criBopoTke
KPOBH OMpEeNsuid ¢ IOMOLIbI0 HabOpOB peax-
THUBOB JUIA MPSMOr0 UMMYHO(EPMEHTHOrO aHa-
mm3a Human/Mouse/Rat MMP-2 total u Hu-
man MMP-9 total (Quantikine®, R&D Systems,
CIIIA) MeTonoM KOJIHYECTBEHHOT'O TBEpIodas-
HOTO UMMYHO(EPMEHTHOTO aHAJIM3a TUTA «CEH-
JIBUY» Ha aBTOMATHYECKOM YHHBEPCAJIBHOM PH-
nepe Plate Screen (Hospitex Diagnostiks,
Wranus).

PesyabTaTtel U o6cy:kaenue. Pacrpoctpa-
HEHHOCTh Ta0aKOKypEHUs cpean 0OabHBIX OpPOH-
XHanapHOU acTMmoi coctaBuia 51 %. Oka3ajnock,
YTO CHCTEMAaTHUECKU KypsAT 49 % null, a 3mu30-
ndecky — ee 2 %.

MonuTopuHT moTpediieHns Tadaka y 0oib-
HBIX TepcucTupyromeii bA BBISBHI CyIIecTBEH-
HOE MpeodialaHue KaTeropuu Kypsiliux, cocTa-
BUBIUX 59 % oT o0rmiero yucia MaueHToB oc-
HOBHOW rpynnbl. Manokypsiiue U UHTEHCHBHO
Kypsue OOJbHBIE BCTPETWIINCH B OCHOBHOM
rpynne ¢ OJAUHAKOBOW OTHOCHUTEIBHOM YacTo-
Toit — 21 % (puc. 1).

B Manorypauwme 6onbHble BA, %
m Kypawwue 6onbHble BA, %

MHTeHcKHBHO RypAawmre 6onbHble BA, %

Puc. 1. CTpyKkTypa UHTEHCUBHOCTH Tab0aKOKypeHHs cpeii OOIbHBIX MepcuctTupyromieid BA

Craryc TabaKkOKypeHHs XapaKTepH30BaJICs
ymepenHo#t (11,6+£10,0 roma) mpomomKuTETHHO-
CTBIO, PA3JIMYHOM, Yalle NOBBIIICHHONW (MHIEKC
kypenuss MUK=177,90+75,46 Gamna), HHTEHCHB-
HOCTBIO W yMmepeHHou (5,40+£2,93 Oanna) npwu-
BBIUKOW K KypEHHIO.

Ilo pesynmpratam ACT-TecTa NONHBINA KOH-
Tpoib (25 GanyoB) HAJ CHUMITOMaMH OpPOHXU-
anbHOW acTMbl ObuT gocTUTHYT y 35,1 % Heky-
pamux u jgume y 11,1 % Kypsimmx OONbHBIX,
YaCTUYHBIA KOHTpOIb (20-24 Gayna) —y 21,6 %

HEeKypsIIMX UMb y 15,6 % Kypsiux nanuex-
TOB, a HeKOHTponmpyemas BA (<20 6amoB) ObI-
na BeisiBeHa y 43,2 % Hekypaumx u 73,3 % Ky-
pAIIHX OONBHBIX.

CTpYKTYpHBI aHalN3 C HCIOJIB30BAHUEM
Asthma Control Scoring System of Boulet et al.
HOKa3aJl, 4YTO KypeHUe HEraTHBHO BIHSIET B Iep-
ByIO ouepenb Ha (PYHKIMOHAIBHYIO COCTaB-
JISIFOIYIO OOILEro KOHTPOJIS B COYETAaHUH C TEH-
JEHLMEeH K YXYALIEHUIO KIMHUYECKOr0 KOHTPO-
71 HaT acT™Moi (puc. 2).
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Puc. 2. Bnusiaue TabakoKypeHHUs Ha KOHTPOJIb HaJl epcuctupyromeii BA
(Asthma Control Scoring System of Boulet et al.):

BAnk — Hekypsiume 6onbHble nepeuctupyromeii bA; BAk — kypsmme 6onmbHbIe TIepcucTupyronield BA;
KK — mkana kiuHIYeckoro kotpons; HIDK — mkana ¢yakimonansroro kontpoms; OLIK — obmas
IIKajga KOHTpOJs Haj OpoHXuajbHOM acTMoi; * — mocroBepHoe (p<0,05) oriimuue mokaszarteneil mpu
cpaBHeHuH rpynn BAHK 1 BAK; p — BepOsSTHOCTD 0.-OIIMOKH

[IpoBenerne CO-MeTpuM  BBIIBIXaEMOTO
BO3/yXa (U1 OLIEHKM MHTEHCHBHOCTH BOCHaJIe-
HUS JbIXaTeNbHBIX IYTEH Yy HEKypsmux Ooib-
HbIX bBA) TIO3BONMIIO BBIIBUTH JTOCTOBEPHOE
(p=0,000) yBenmuenue ypoBHsi CO B BBIABIXae-
mom Boznyxe (FeCO) ¢ 2,20+1,21 ppm y 310po-
BBIX HeKypsmmx aun m0 3,4+1,0 ppm y Heky-
pAIMX OONBHBIX MEPCUCTHPYIOIIEH OpOHXHATIb-
Holt actmoit. [TonoGusIi poct FeCO — pesynbrat
ycuseHus 3H1oreHHoi Beipabotku CO (¢ obpa-
30BaHMEM SHIOT€HHOT0 KapOOKCUIeMOriaoOonHa),
YTO, 110 MHECHHUIO MEXKIYHapOIHBIX SKCIIEPTOB,
SIBIISIETCS] OJJHUM M3 Ba)KHEHUIIMX MapKepoB BOC-
NaJeHHs! JbIXaTeNbHBIX MyTel y O0nbHBIX BA.

O0 wHTEHCH(pUKAIUN BOCIAJICHUS JIbIXa-
TENBHBIX IyTEH CBUIETEIBCTBYET BBISBICHHBIN
Hamu poct (p<0,05) yposast MMII-9 B ocHOBHOI
rpymre (¢ 1,20+0,19 B KI' go 2,940,7 ur/mu).
Ypoeenb MMII-2 B  OCHOBHOH  rpymnme
(34,50+1,38 ur/mun) nocrosepHo (p=0,06) HE oT-
JUYaics OT 3HAYeHHsS JAaHHOTO IOKas3aTelns B
koHTponbHOW Tpymme (30,80+1,58 Hr/mu) ky-
PHIBIINKOB.

B ocHOBHOI1 rpymme Mbl BBISIBUJIM 3aBHCH-
MocTh Mexy ypoBHeM MMII-9 u Takumu Bax-
HEHIIMMH XapaKTEPUCTUKAMU CTaTyca KypeHus,
kak UK (1=0,60; p<0,05) u mokasarenp mnad-
ka/ner (r=0,53; p<0,05). Takum oOpazom, Gonee
WHTEHCHUBHOE U NPOINODKUTEIBHOE KypEeHHUE
CIOCOOCTBYET BO3HUKHOBEHHUIO U MOJIEPIKAHUIO
BOCIIAJICHUS JbIXaTENbHBIX MyTeH, O KOTOPOM
CBHUJETENbCTBYET pocT ypoBHsI MMII-9 B criBo-
POTKE KpOBH KypUJIBLIUKOB C BA.

TabakokypeHue 3a cuer 00pa3oBaHus OOMb-
IOro KOJMYECTBAa KapOOKCHI'eMOIrJIOOMHA OKa-
3aJ10 HEraTUBHOE BJIMSIHUE HA HACBIIIEHHE [eMO-
robuHa kucnoponoM (SpO;), 4yTO HpUBENO K
JOCTOBEPHOMY JIONOJIHHUTEIBHOMY CHI)KEHHIO
KOPPUTHPOBAHHOIO MO OKHcH yriaepoaa SpO; B
OCHOBHOW TIpymIie Kak MO CPaBHEHHIO C KOH-
TPOJNBHOM TPYIIION, TaK M MO CPaBHEHUIO C He-
KypsAIIUMH OONBHBIMH OpOHXHABHOM acTMOM
(tabm. 1).

Y OONBHBIX MEPCUCTUPYIOLIEH OpOHXHAIb-
HOW acTMOW BBISBJICHB! HPEMMYILECTBEHHO 00-
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CTPYKTHUBHBIC HApYUICHUS  BEHTUJISIIMOHHON
CHOCOOHOCTH JIETKMX. Y KypsIUX OOIBHBIX
BA nomomHUTENEHO CHU3WIKNCH XKU3HEHHAS €M-
koctb serkux (JKEJI), ¢popcupoBanHas Ku3HEeH-
Has emkocth Jierkux (®XKEJT), ODB,;, IICB,
O®B/KEJI, O®B,/®XXEJI, mruoBeHHas 00b-
e€MHasi CKOpPOCTh BO3[yXa Ha YpPOBHE BBIIOXA
25 % (MOCy), MOCsp 1 MOC75 10 cpaBHEHHIO
C HEKYPAIUMH MAIUEHTAMHU.

IIpoBeneHHBIN HaAMU KIACTEPHBIA aHAIU3 C
MPaBWJIOM OOBEAWHEHUS IO MPUHIUITY TOJHOM
cBsi3u (complete linkage) BEISIBHII TeCHYIO B3au-
MOCBSI3b UHTEHCHUBHOCTH MOTpeOIeHus Tabaka 1
ACCOIIMMPOBAHHOTO C HHUM BOCIAJICHUS JbIXa-
TENbHBIX MyTEN C LEIbIM KOMIUIEKCOM BaKHEU-

mrX (U3NOJIOTUYECKUX M KIMHUYECKUX Xapak-
TEPUCTUK (PYHKIMOHUPOBAHUS ITYIbMOKAPAH-
ANBHOW CHCTEMBI: BBIPAXKEHHOCTHIO O0CTPYKIUH
OpOHXHAJBHOTO JIepEBa, YPOBHEM KOPPHUTHUPO-
BaHHOH 110 KapOOKCUTEMOTTTOOMHY OKCHUTCHAITUH
KPOBH, CTENEHBIO (YHKIMOHAIBHOTO W KIMHH-
YeCKOTr0 KOHTPOJsSI MEPCHCTHPYIOMEH OpOHXH-
AJIbHOM aCTMBI.

Kauectso xusnn (KOK) xak Hekypammx, Tak
U Kypsmx OONBHBIX OpOHXMANTBHOW acTMOI
JIOCTOBEPHO YXYAIIMJIOCH 10 CPaBHEHHIO C KOH-
TPOJILHOM Ipynnoi. B wactHOCTH, perpeccupoBa-
mu (p<0,05) Bce mokazarenu (HU3NIECKOrO KOM-
TIOHEHTA 3JI0POBbSl U OOJILIIMHCTBO COCTAaBJISIIO-
[IUX TICUXOJIOTHYECKOT0 KOMITOHEHTa 3/OPOBBSI.

Tabruya 1
Bausinue TabakoKypeHHs HA OKCUTeHAI[HI0 KPOBH
y 001bHBIX epcucTupylomeii A
KI' BAHK BAk p
ITapameTpsl
M SD M SD M SD BAnk — BAk

FeCO, ppm 2,2 1,21 3,4% 1,00 14,5% 4,88 0,000

COHb, % 0,4 0,19 0,54* 0,160 2,3* 0,78 0,000
SPOsops %0 98,0 1,03 97,0* 1,87 96,0* 1,40 0,000

Ipumeyanne. SPO,.,, — YPOBEHb HACBIIEHUs I'€MOIJIOONHA KUCIOPOOM, KOPPHIUPOBAHHBIN 0 KapOOKCUTEMOTTI0-
6uny; M — cpennee 3nauenue; SD — cranmapTHOoe oTKiIOHeHHe; * — mocroBepHoe (p<0,05) oTiamuMe mokaszareneil oT ux
YPOBHSI B KOHTPOJIBHO# IPYIIIE; p — BEPOITHOCTH 0-OlIMOKY 1ipu cpaBHeHnr BAHK 1 BAk (Tect ManHa—YuTHR).

Jeranmzanusi HEraTUBHOTO BIHSHHAS HapY-
IIEHUH OKCHUTEHAIIMW Ha KadecTBO XXU3HH, MPO-
BEJICHHAas B OCHOBHOH TpYyIIie, TTO3BOJIIA BBI-
SIBUTh KOPPEILIMOHHBIE B3aUMOCBS3H MEXKIY
BBIPKEHHOCTHIO OOCTPYKTHBHBIX HAPYIICHHH,
CHIDKEHHEM KOPPUTHPOBAHHOM 1O KapOOKCHUTe-
MOTJIOOMHY OKCHTEHAIlMH KPOBH (B T.4. B BOC-
CTaHOBUTENBHBIA TEPHO IOCIIe TMPOOBI ¢ Tpo-
W3BOJIBHOM 3aJIep>KKOW JIBIXaHUS) U BasKHEHUIIN-
MU XapaKTePUCTUKaMH (PU3NYECKOTO U TICHXO-
JIOTUYECKOTO KOMIIOHEHTOB 37I0POBbSI y Kyps-
WX OONBHBIX TIepcUcTHpyroIel bA (Tabm. 2).

[lorepst koHTpONS Hajx 3a00eBaHUEM OKa-
3bpIBaET HETaTHBHOE BIIMSIHME HAa OCHOBHBIE CO-
CTaBJISIONINE KauecTBa JKU3HU TpU OpPOHXHAIb-
HOil actme. Oka3zajoch, YTO HU3KUHA YpPOBEHBb
KOHTpONA yxyamaer ¢uzndeckoe (yHKIHOHHU-

poBanue (r=0,54; p=0,000), mcuxomormaeckoe
3mopoBbe  (1=0,46; p=0,008), du3HIecKHii
(r=0,49; p=0,001) 1 TMCUXOITOTHYECKHI KOMIIO-
HeHTHI 370poBbs (1=0,45; p= 0,024).
3akmouenue. TakuMm oOpa3oM, TEPCHCTH-
pyrolliee BOCHAJICHUE [BIXaTeIbHBIX IyTed U
CBSI3aHHBIE C HUM OOCTPYKTHBHBIE HapyIICHUS
BEHTHIAIIMOHHON CIIOCOOHOCTH JIETKHX C 3aKO-
HOMEPHBIM yXY/IIEHUEM OKCHUTEHAIINH KPOBU y
OONBHBIX Tepcuctupytomieir bA npuBogdr x mo-
Tepe KOHTpOIS HaJ 3a00JieBaHHEM, B TEPBYIO
ouepens BIWAS Ha (PYHKIMOHAIBHYIO COCTaB-
JISTOIIYIO OOIIEro KOHTPOJSI B COYETaHUHU C TEH-
JIEHIMeld K yXYAIICHUI0 KIMHUYECKOTO KOHTPO-
7Sl HAJ acTMOM, M OKa3bIBAIOT OTPHLATEIHHOE
BJIMSIHME HA KA4€CTBO KU3HU MAIMEHTOB.
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Tabruya 2
HapyumeHust BeHTHJIALMOHHON (PyHKIIMH JIETKHX,
HApYLIIeHUs] OKCUTEeHAIUN KPOBH M Ka4eCTBO KU3HU 00JbHBIX BA
Koppeasinun no Ciupmeny n r p
ODB; u D 42 0,49 0,001
ODB; 1 XU3HECHOCOOHOCTH 42 0,40 0,008
ODB; u I1K3 42 0,37 0,016
ODB; u ©K3 42 0,36 0,019
ODB; u I1K3 40 0,49 0,001
SpOsyep u DD 43 0,33 0,033
SPOaxep 1 6OIB 43 0,38 0,012
SpOayep 1 POD 40 0,41 0,008
SpOayep 1 PK3 43 0,32 0,036
SpOayep 1 IIK3 41 0,32 0,039
SPO2soccr-xop H DD 43 0,40 0,007

Mpumeuanune. OO, POD — ¢pusmueckoe GyHKIMOHMPOBaHHE, poONieBoe (GH3nUecKoe (HYHKIMOHHPOBAHUE, POJIEBOE
9MOLMOHATIBbHOE (PyHKIMOHUpOBaHUE U connaibHoe GyHkunonnpoBanue; OK3 u IIK3 — ¢usnyecknii u ncuxonorudeckuit
KOMIIOHEHTBI 3710pOBbs; SPOyocer-rop — YPOBEHD HACBIILEHUS TEMOTIO0MHA KHCIOPOIOM, KOPPUTHPOBAHHEIN MO KapOOKCHTe-
MOTJIOOMHY B BOCCTAaHOBHMTENBHBIH MEPUO MOCHIE IPOOBI ¢ MPOM3BOIBLHON 3a[ePKKOM JBIXaHUS Ha BJIOXE; P — BEPOSTHOCTD

0-OIIHOKH.
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INFLUENCE OF THE INFLAMMATION ON QUALITY OF LIFE
AT SMOKERS WITH BRONCHIAL ASTHMA

V.V. Gnoyevykh, T.P. Gening, A.Yu. Smirnova, Yu.A. Portnova,
L.L. Chuvalov, T.A. Shatskova

Ulyanovsk State University

Increase of level of a matrix metalloproteinase 9 in serum of blood of the smoking bronchial
asthma (BA) patients is established. The inflaimmation intensification at tobacco smoking in
addition worsens ventilating ability of lungs and blood transport of oxygen, reduces control

and quality of life of bronchial asthma patients.
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